SUMMARY Tyrosine crystals were seen in 24 of 113 salivary gland pleomorphic adenomas from Malawi and one of six carcinomas arising in a pleomorphic adenoma; they were present in tumours from all common anatomical sites. 
SUMMARY Tyrosine crystals were seen in 24 of 113 salivary gland pleomorphic adenomas from Malawi and one of six carcinomas arising in a pleomorphic adenoma; they were present in tumours from all common anatomical sites. 42-year-old man. Of the Malawi patients 13 were male and 12 female. The average age of those with tyrosine crystals was 32 5 yr compared with an average age of 39 5 yr for all those with pleomorphic adenomas. The site of the tumours was as follows: parotid 11; submandibular 4; palate 4; cheek 5; upper lip 1. The site of the tumour was classified as cheek where it was not clear from the clinical information and histology whether it had arisen from parotid or buccal glands. The tumours themselves were typical pleomorphic salivary adenomas with both myxochondroid and epithelial areas. However, the tumours in which crystals were found tended to have a predominant myxochondroid component and the crystals were mostly deposited in the myxoid areas (Fig. 1) , with overspill to epithelial areas only where deposition was heavy (Fig. 2) . In most tumours the crystals were confined to localised areas but the deposition varied from a few crystals in small foci to heavy deposition throughout much of the tumour. The crystals were arranged in the form of rosettes (Fig. 3 ) usually staining pink with haematoxylin and eosin but were occasionally slightly basophilic. When sections were stained with Millon's stain the crystals were a reddish brown colour. 
